
 
A Service of the Word 

for 
 

The 22nd Sunday After Pentecost 
October 29th, 2023 

Opening Responsory & Gathering of the Community 
One The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all  
All And also with you.  
 

One Let us pray.  
We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on 
the Lord’s Day to praise you for your goodness and to ask your 
blessing. Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past, 
and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord.  

All Amen.  
 

Welcome 
Opening Hymn CP 526         God Is Our Fortress and Our Strength 
 

Confession and Absolution 
One Dear friends in Christ, as we turn our hearts and minds to worship 

almighty God, let us confess our sins.  
Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

 

One Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a 
quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen.  
 

The Peace 
One The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All And also with you.  
 



Act of Praise  CP 486       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

Collect of the Day 
One Loving God, you not only welcome us, you receive us into 

yourself. Give us courage to be so open to others, to let them 
become so dear to us, that we might share not only your gospel 
but also our lives, through Christ, who makes room for us all. 

All Amen. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
First Reading  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Psalm    90 
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Gradual Hymn CP 525            The Church’s One Foundation 
Gospel Reading Matthew 22:34-46 
 

Gospel Discussion 
1. Where is the trouble/challenge/conflict in the passage? 
2. Where is the trouble/challenge/conflict in our world? 
3. Where is the grace/love in the passage? 
4. Where is the grace/love in our world? 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
One Let us confess our faith as we say,  
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Offering 

Offertory Hymn CP 576            For the Healing of the Nations 
 

One Holy God, we offer these gifts to you. May your favor be upon 
them and prosper the labor of our hands, that your glorious power 
may be manifest to all, through Christ, our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
One And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

Doxology 
One Glory to God 
All whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in 
the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
Announcements 

Closing Hymn CP 434        The Love of Jesus Calls Us 
Dismissal 

One Beloved family of God be gracious and kind to all, with both the 
gentle acceptance of a child and the wise maturity of a 
compassionate mother. 

All Thanks be to God. 



 
Announcements 

Join us each week to worship in this form via Facebook Live and YouTube. We 
will be here each week to offer worship leadership. Please watch your emails 
and parish Facebook and webpage for updates going forward. Each 
participating parish will communicate changes as we move through this time. 
Please be in touch with our Chaplain Rev’d Paul or your parish priest should 
you need pastoral care, we are all available to offer support safely during this 
time. Your financial support of The SENT: God’s Church Deployed is 
important to sustain this ministry in the wider world. Please tune in for details 
on how you can support this ministry. 
 

 
 
 

Diocese of Huron Land Acknowledgement 
The Diocese of Huron is situated on the ancestral beaver hunting grounds of the 
Algonquin, Haudenosaunee and Attawandaran peoples; the traditional and unceded 
lands of the Anishinaabe Peoples, of Walpole Island, Kettle Point and the Thames, the 
settled people’s Haudenosaunee Confederacy, at the Grand River and the Thames and 
the Lenni Lenape Delaware peoples of Moraviantown and Muncey. 
 

 

 
 

 



First Reading  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
which is opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as 
Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the 
Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm 
trees—as far as Zoar. The LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let 
you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 
Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s 
command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no 
one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years old when 
he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for 
Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was 
ended. 
Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands 
on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face 
to face. He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to 
perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, 
and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses 
performed in the sight of all Israel. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm   90  
A reading of Psalm 90. 
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God. You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in 
the night. You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in 
the morning; in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and 
withers. For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed. You 
have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance. For 
all our days pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a sigh. The days 
of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; even then their span is 
only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. Who considers the power 
of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you. So teach us to count 
our days that we may gain a wise heart. Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on 
your servants! Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice 

and be glad all our days. Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as 
many years as we have seen evil. Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your 
glorious power to their children. Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and 
prosper for us the work of our hands— O prosper the work of our hands! 
Glory be to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians. 
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but 
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you 
know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the 
gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 
As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with 
a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from 
others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle 
among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for 
you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our 
own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel  Matthew 22:34-46 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 
and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the 
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 
“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of 
David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your 
feet”’? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give 
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
The gospel of Christ. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 



Opening Hymn  CP 526 
God Is Our Fortress and Our Strength 

1 God is our fortress and our rock,   
our mighty help in danger;   
he shields us from the battle's shock   
and thwarts the devil's anger;   
for still the prince of night   
prolongs evil's fight;   
he uses all skill   
to work his wicked will;   
no earthly force is like him.   
 

2 Our hope is fixed on Christ alone,   
the Man of God's own choosing;   
without him nothing can be won   
and fighting must be losing;   
so let the powers accursed   
come try do their worst;   
Christ Jesus shall ride   
to battle at our side,   
and he shall have the victory.   
 

3 The word of God will not be slow   
while demon hordes surround us,   
though evil strike its cruelest blow   
and death and hell confound us:   
for though we meet distress,   
lose all we possess;   
those planning our ill   
may ravage, wreck, or kill;   
God's kingdom is immortal! 
 

Act of Praise CP 486  
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heav'n to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion; 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 

2 Come, almighty to deliver; 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 

3 Finish, then, thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee. 
changed from glory into glory, 
'til in heav'n we take our place, 
'til we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 

Gradual Song CP 525 
The Church’s One Foundation 

1  The Church’s one foundation  
is Jesus Christ her Lord;   
she is his new creation  
by water and the word:   
from heaven he came and sought her  
to be his holy bride;   
with his own blood he bought her,  
and for her life he died.   
 

2  Elect from every nation,  
yet one o’er all the earth,   
her charter of salvation,  
one Lord, one faith, one birth;   
one holy Name she blesses,  
partakes one holy food,   
and to one hope she presses,  
with every grace endued.   
 

3  Though with a scornful wonder  
men see her sore oppressed,   
by schisms rent asunder,  
by heresies distressed;   
yet saints their watch are keeping,  
their cry goes up, “How long?”   
and soon the night of weeping  
shall be the morn of song.  

 

4  Mid toil and tribulation,  
and tumult of her war   
she waits the consummation  
of peace for evermore;   
till with the vision glorious  
her longing eyes are blessed,   
and the great Church victorious  
shall be the Church at rest.   
 

5 Yet she on earth hath union  
with God, the Three in One,  
and mystic sweet communion  
with those whose rest is won.  
O happy ones and holy!  
Lord, give us grace that we  
like them, the meek and lowly,  
on high may dwell with thee. 
 

Offertory Hymn CP 576 
For the Healing of the Nations 

1 For the healing of the nations,  
Lord, we pray with one accord,  
for a just and equal sharing  
of the things that earth affords.  
To a life of love in action  
help us rise and pledge our word. 
 

2 Lead us forward into freedom;  
from despair your world release,  
that, redeemed from war and hatred,  
all may come and go in peace.  
Show us how through care and goodness  
fear will die and hope increase. 
 

3 All that kills abundant living,  
let it from the earth be banned:  
pride of status, race, or schooling,  
dogmas that obscure your plan.  
In our common quest for justice  
may we hallow life’s brief span. 
 

4 You, Creator God, have written  
your great name on humankind.  
For our growing in your likeness,  
bring the life of Christ to mind  
that by our response and service  
earth its destiny may find. 
 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn CP 434 
The Love of Jesus Calls Us 

1 The love of Jesus calls us our joyous praise 
to sing; 
our deeply felt thanksgivings we now 
together bring, 
for all God's many blessings, unasked yet 
still received, 
and for the generations who faithfully 
believed. 
 

2 The love of Jesus calls us, that we may 
always be 
companions on a journey, where all the 
world may see 
that serving Christ is freedom which time 
does not destroy; 
where Christ's command is duty, and every 
duty joy. 
 

3 The love of Jesus calls us to go where he 
would go, 
to challenge all that limits, to change, to 
learn, to grow, 
to know that Christ has freed us, that 
prisons are no more; 
for those who seek his kingdom, Christ 
opens every door. 
 

4 The love of Jesus calls us in swiftly 
changing days, 
to be God's co-creators in new and 
wondrous ways; 
that God with men and women may so 
transform the earth, 
that love and peace and justice may give 
God's kingdom birth. 


