
 
 

A Service of the Word 
for 

 

17th Sunday after Pentecost   Sunday, September 24th, 2023 

Gathering of the Community 
One In the name of the X Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 

Welcome 
Confession and Absolution 

One Most merciful God, 
All we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.   

We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbours as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

 

One People of God, our sins are forgiven; we are reconciled to God. Let 
us therefore love one another with gratitude in our hearts and 
praise on our lips. 

All Amen.  
 

The Apostolic Grace 
One The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, X the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 
 

Opening Hymn CP 602       Lift High the Cross 
 

Prayer / Collect of the Day 
One O God, from your providing hand even the dissatisfied and 

grumbling receive what they need for their lives. Teach us your 
ways of justice and lead us to practise your generosity, so that we 
may live a life worthy of the gospel made known through your Son 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

All Amen. 



 

The Proclamation of the Word 
First Reading  Exodus 16:2-15 
Psalm    105:1-6, 37-45 
Second Reading Philippians 1:21-30 
Gradual Hymn CP 615        Just As I Am 
Gospel Reading Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Gospel Discussion 
1. Where is the trouble/challenge/conflict in the passage? 
2. Where is the trouble/challenge/conflict in our world? 
3. Where is the grace/love in the passage? 
4. Where is the grace/love in our world? 
 

Hymn of the Day CP 619         Fairest Lord Jesus 
Apostles’ Creed 

One With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated and the right had of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Please respond to each petition ending “Lord, in your mercy” with “… hear 
our prayer.”  
 

The Peace 
One The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All And also with you. 
 

Offering 
Offertory Hymn CP 577           God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

One God of power the glory of your works fills us with wonder and 
awe. Accept our offering this day, and help us to live in peace and 
harmony with all your creation, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
Please respond to each petition ending “For your Word of Life, O God.” with 
“We give you thanks and praise.” 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
One Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 

Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn CP 662                The Trees of the Field 
 

Dismissal 
One Rest in the knowledge that God always provides. Therefore give 

and love with a generous heart, for this honors God who is most 
generous and loving. 

All Thanks be to God. 



 
Announcements 

Join us each week to worship in this form via Facebook Live and YouTube. We 
will be here each week to offer worship leadership. Please watch your emails 
and parish Facebook and webpage for updates going forward. Each 
participating parish will communicate changes as we move through this time. 
Please be in touch with our Chaplain Rev’d Paul or your parish priest should 
you need pastoral care, we are all available to offer support safely during this 
time. Your financial support of The SENT: God’s Church Deployed is 
important to sustain this ministry in the wider world. Please tune in for details 
on how you can support this ministry. 
 

 
 
 

Diocese of Huron Land Acknowledgement 
The Diocese of Huron is situated on the ancestral beaver hunting grounds of the 
Algonquin, Haudenosaunee and Attawandaran peoples; the traditional and unceded 
lands of the Anishinaabe Peoples, of Walpole Island, Kettle Point and the Thames, the 
settled people’s Haudenosaunee Confederacy, at the Grand River and the Thames and 
the Lenni Lenape Delaware peoples of Moraviantown and Muncey. 
 

 

 



First Reading   EXODUS 16:2-15 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land 
of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into 
this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger." Then the Lord said to Moses, "I am 
going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather 
enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or 
not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 
gather on other days." So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the evening you shall 
know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you 
shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For 
what are we, that you complain against us?" And Moses said, "When the Lord gives you meat 
to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the 
complaining that you utter against him - what are we? Your complaining is not against us but 
against the Lord." Then Moses said to Aaron, "Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 
'Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.'" And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord 
appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, "I have heard the complaining of the 
Israelites; say to them, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your 
fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.'" In the evening quails came up 
and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When 
the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine 
as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For 
they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, "It is the bread that the Lord has given you 
to eat."  
THE WORD OF THE LORD.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

PSALM 105:1-6, 37-45  (BAS) 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples.  
REFRAIN The Lord has always been mindful of his covenant. 
Sing to him, sing praises to him, and speak of all his marvellous works. Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. Search for the Lord and his strength; 
continually seek his face.   REFRAIN 
Remember the marvels he has done, his wonders and the judgements of his mouth, O offspring 
of Abraham his servant, O children of Jacob his chosen. REFRAIN 
He led out his people with silver and gold; in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
Egypt was glad of their going, because they were afraid of them. He spread out a cloud for a 
covering and a fire to give light in the night season.  REFRAIN 
They asked, and quails appeared, and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. He opened 
the rock, and water flowed, so the river ran in the dry places. For God remembered his holy 
word and Abraham his servant.   REFRAIN 
So he led forth his people with gladness, his chosen with shouts of joy. He gave his people the 
lands of the nations, and they took the fruit of others' toil, That they might keep his statutes 
and observe his laws. Hallelujah!    REFRAIN 

GLORY TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON, AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT:  
AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW AND WILL BE FOREVER. AMEN 
 
Second Reading   PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour 
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for 
you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for 
your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus 
when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ, so 
that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and 
are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, 
but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well - since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  
THE WORD OF THE LORD. THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
Gospel   MATTHEW 20:1-16 
THE LORD BE WITH YOU. AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO SAINT MATTHEW. 
   GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
Jesus said, "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle 
in the marketplace; and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.' So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, 
he did the same. And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 
said to them, 'Why are you standing here idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one has 
hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his manager, 'Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going to the first.' When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 
but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' But he replied to 
one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?' So the last will be first, and the first will be last."  
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST.  PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
 



Hymns 
(Reprinted under licenses CCLI 4547678 &  

OneLicense 732897-A held by St. Augustine of 
Canterbury Anglican Church, Windsor) 

 

Gathering Song  CP 602 
Lift High the Cross  

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ 
proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name! 
 
1. Come, Christian people, sing your praises, 
shout! 
If we are silent, even stones cry out. 
Lift high the cross... 
 
2. Jesus, you wept to see our human strife: 
teach us compassion for each human life. 
Lift high the cross... 
 
3. Peace was your plea, and peace your 
loving theme: 
let peace be our passport, peace a living 
dream. 
Lift high the cross... 
 
4. Great is the cost of walking on this road, 
to follow and suffer with the Son of God. 
Lift high the cross... 
 
5. Worlds to be born and children yet to be, 
come, take up this song into eternity. 
Lift high the cross... 

 
 
 

Gradual Hymn  CP 615 
Just As I Am 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
but that thy blood was shed for me 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

2 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
yea, all I need, in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
3 Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
4 Just as I am, and waiting not 
to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
5 Just as I am; thy love unknown 
has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
now to be thine, yea thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 

Hymn of the Day CP 619 
Fairest Lord Jesus 

1 Fairest Lord Jesus,   
ruler of all nature,   
O thou the Godhead’s human Son,   
Thee will I cherish,   
Thee will I honour,   
thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.  
 
2 Fair are the meadows,   
fairer still the woodlands,   
robed in the blooming garb of spring:   
Jesus is fairer,   
Jesus is purer,   
who makes the troubled heart to sing.  
 
3 Fair is the sunshine,   
fairer still the moonlight,   
and all the twinkling starry host:   
Jesus shines brighter,   
Jesus shines purer   
than all the angels heaven can boast.  

4 All fairest beauty, 
heavenly and earthly, 
wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee; 
none can be nearer,  
fairer, or dearer   
than thou, my Saviour, art to me. 

 
Offertory Hymn  CP 577 

God of Grace and God of Glory 
1 God of grace and God of glory,  
on your people pour your pow’r;  
now fulfil your Church’s story,  
bring its bud to glorious flow’r.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  
for the facing of this hour,  
for the facing of this hour. 
 
2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us   
scorn your Christ, assail his ways.  
Fears and doubts too long have bound us;  
free our hearts to work and praise.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  
for the living of these days,  
for the living of these days. 
 
3 Cure your children’s warring madness.  
Bend our pride to your control.  
Shame our wanton selfish gladness,  
rich in goods and poor in soul.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,  
lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 
 
4 Set our feet on lofty places;  
gird our lives that they may be  
armoured with all Christ-like graces 
In the fight for liberty. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  
lest we fail ourselves and thee,  
lest we fail ourselves and thee. 

 

Closing Song CP 662 
The Trees of the Field 

You shall go out with joy  
and be led forth with peace, 
The mountains and the hills  
will break forth before you. 
 
There'll be shouts of joy  
and the trees of the fields 
will clap, will clap their hands. 
And the trees of the fields  
will clap their hands, 
And the trees of the fields  
will clap their hands, 
And the trees of the fields  
will clap their hands, 
while you go out with joy. 


