
 
A Service of the Word 

for 
 

All Saints’, St Augustine of Canterbury, & 
St James’ (Roseland) Anglican Churches, Windsor 

and 
Christ Church (Anglican), Colchester 
St Andrews’ Anglican Church, Harrow 

 
Christmas Eve – December 24th, 2020 

8pm 

Opening Responsory & Gathering of the Community 
One The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all  
All And also with you.  
 

One Let us pray.  
We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together to 
praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing. Give us 
grace to see your hand in all that is past, and your purpose in what 
is to come; through Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  
 

Welcome 
Please find a candle to light later in the service. 

Opening Hymn CP138       Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
One Joy to the world! 
All The Lord has come! 
The Christ candle is lit  
One Jesus is the light of the world.  
All A light no darkness can ever put out.  
Sing to the tune of “Away in a Manger”” 

We honour Messiah with Christ candle’s flame. 
Our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim. 
O Come all you faithful, rejoice in this night, 
as God comes among us, Creation’s true light. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
One Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: ‘You shall call his name 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ Therefore let us 
seek the forgiveness of God through Jesus the Saviour of the 
world. 
Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 



undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

 

One May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory 
of his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen.  
The Peace 

One The peace of the Lord be with you. 
All And also with you.  
 

Act of Praise        Glory to God 
 

Collect of the Day 
One Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your 

one true light. As we have known the revelation of that light on 
earth, bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
First Reading  Isaiah 62:6–12 
Psalm 96  
Second Reading Titus 2:11-14 
Gradual Hymn           A Huron (Wendat) Carol 
Gospel Reading Luke 2:1-20 

Sermon 
The Joy of the Season 

 

The Nicene Creed 
One Let us confess our faith as we say,  
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light,  true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary,  and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

Offering 
Offertory Hymn CP 118             O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

One Source of light and gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful 
feast. May we grow up in him who unites our lives to yours; for he 
is Lord now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
One And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 



forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

Doxology 
One Glory to God 
All whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in 
the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 

Safely light your candle as we sing our closing hymn 
Closing Hymn CP119        Silent Night 
 

Dismissal 
One Go in peace to love and faithfully serve the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Deanery of Essex Land Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that the land on which we serve is the traditional territory of the 
Ottawa, Chippewa, Potawatomi, and Caldwell nations of the Three Fires 
Confederacy, and the Huron/Wyandot nation. We also acknowledge that we are 
parties to Treaty 116 (1786), McKee Treaty 2 (1790), Treaty 12 (1800), Treaty 35 
(1833), Cession #85 – Peach/Peche Island (1857), and the Caldwell Settlement (2011) 
signed by our forebears and contemporaries. 

 

Announcements 
Join us each week to worship in this form via Facebook Live and YouTube. We 
will be here each week to offer worship leadership.  
 

Please watch your emails and parish Facebook and webpage for updates going 
forward. Each parish will communicate changes as we move through this time. 
 

Please be in touch with your priest should you need pastoral care, we are all 
available to offer support in modified and safe ways during this time. 
 

Your continued financial support remains needed so that the church can 
continue its ministry in the wider world. Please mail your contributions to the 
church, get signed up for pre-authorized giving, or visit the Canada Helps Page 
for your parish:   

All Saints’ Anglican Church 
330 City Hall Square West 

Windsor  ON   N9A 1J3 
519-253-8001 

Email & E-transfer: Rectory@AllSaintsWindsor.ca 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/106702806RR0002-all-saints-anglican-

church/ 
 

Christ Church (Anglican) 
190 Bagot Street 

Colchester  ON   N0R 1G0 
519-738-4198 

Email: southerntrinity@gmail.com 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/christ-church-colchester/ 

 

St. Augustine of Canterbury Anglican Church 
5145 Wyandotte Street East 

Windsor  ON   N8S 1L3 
519-948-3448 

Email: Info@StAugustine.ca 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/st-augustine-anglican-church/ 

 

St. James Roseland Anglican Church 
4276 Roseland Drive East 

Windsor  ON   N9G 1Y7 
519-969-4472 

Email: SaintJamesWindsor@gmail.com 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/explore/charities/?q=st+james+roseland 

 

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church 
210 King Street 

Harrow  ON   N0R 1G0 
519-738-4362 

Email: southerntrinity@gmail.com 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/119163228RR0002-st-andrews-church/ 

 

 



First Reading  Isaiah 62:6–12 
A READING FROM THE PROPHET ISAIAH. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.  
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder.  
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
THE WORD OF THE LORD. THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Psalm 96  Cantate Domino 
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. Sing to the Lord 
and bless the divine name; proclaim the good news of our salvation from day to day. 
Declare the glory of the Lord among the nations and the wonders of God among all 
peoples. For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all 
gods. As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but it is you, O Lord, who 
made the heavens. Oh, the majesty and magnificence of your presence! Oh, the 
power and the splendour of your sanctuary! Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the 
peoples; ascribe to the Lord honour and power. Ascribe to the Lord the honour due 
the divine name; bring offerings and come into the courts of the Lord. Worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before God. Tell it out 
among the nations: “The Lord reigns! The Lord who made the world so firm that it 
cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.” Let the heavens rejoice, and let 
the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; et the field be joyful and all 
that is therein. Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord who 
is coming, who is coming to judge the earth. The Lord will judge the world with 
righteousness and the peoples with truth.  
Glory be to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
All: As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Second Reading   Titus 2:11-14 
A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO TITUS. 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people 
of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
THE WORD OF THE LORD. THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Holy Gospel  Luke 2:1-20 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ according to St. Luke. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.  
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 
he favours!’ 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Hymns 
(Reprinted under licenses  

CCLI 4547678 &  
OneLicense 732897-A  

held by St. Augustine of Canterbury 
Anglican Church, Windsor) 

 
Opening Hymn   CP138 

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new-born King,  
peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
join the triumph of the skies;  
with the angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  

 

Refrain Hark! the herald angels sing,  
"Glory to the newborn King." 

 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  
hail, the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as one of us to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel!               Refrain 
 

3. Hail,the heav’nborn Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings, 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, 
born to give us second birth.  Refrain 

 

Act of Praise Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Gradual Song 
A Huron (Wendat) Carol 

(© DL Seaborn 2018, reprinted with permission) 

1. We gather at midwinter dark to 
share this hallowed night. 
Within our longhouse, warm and 
dry, the fire glows with light. 
Our Elders sing a teaching song; 
it fills the night that seems so long: 
This is our sacred home, ‘neath 
heaven’s dome, 
shining stars proclaim the dawn. 
 

2. Sky Woman came down from above, 
but found no place to stand, 
till Toad put mud on Turtle’s back, 
and that became the land. 
Sky Woman died in giving birth; 
her holy body fed the earth. 
This is our sacred home, ‘neath 
heaven’s dome, 
shining stars proclaim the dawn. 
 

3. A valiant Little Turtle rode a cloud 
up to the sky; 
she used the lightning to make fire, 

and made our Sun to shine. 
He journeys ‘neath the world we see, 
returns to make the shadows flee. 
This is our sacred home, ‘neath 
heaven’s dome, 
shining stars proclaim the dawn. 
 

4. The Black Robes came from lands 
afar, and told us of a day 
Judea had been colonized, and 
Rome must be obeyed. 
A mother bore a child of light; 
rejoicing filled the starlit night: 
This is our sacred home, ‘neath 
heaven’s dome, 
shining stars proclaim the dawn. 
 

5. Rejoice! Have courage one and all! 
The stars shine overhead, 
the same stars that shone down 
upon a baby’s humble bed. 
The infant grew to be a man; 
his words,like stars,light many lands. 
This is our sacred home, ‘neath 
heaven’s dome, 
shining stars proclaim the dawn. 
 

Offertory Hymn  CP 118 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 

1.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to 
Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the 
King of angels; 

Refrain O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord. 

 

2. God of God, Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 

very God, begotten not created: 
Refrain 
 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in 
exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God, glory in the highest: 
Refrain 
 

4. See how the shepherds, summoned 
to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with 
lowly fear; 
we too will thither bend our joyful 
footsteps; Refrain 
 

5. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this 
happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh 
appearing: Refrain 
 

Closing Hymn  CP119 
Silent Night 

1. Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2. Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
 

3. Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.  
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.



A note about our Gradual Song from the author of the words used in this service: 
 

During this time of Reconciliation, I’ve written new lyrics for “The Huron Carol”.  (“Huron” is a 
word which was used by Jesuit priests to describe the people who call themselves Wendat.) 
 
The English lyrics were written by an Anglo-Canadian in 1926 to the tune of the French folk 
song, “A Young Maid”.  As a Métis woman who has lived in territory named for the Wendat, 
and studied traditional Wendat culture and history, I find those lyrics, written almost a 
hundred years ago, to be typical of their time in their contempt for, and appropriation of, 
Indigenous culture.  These English lyrics were written during a time when Indigenous people 
were viewed with what today would be called condescending, paternalistic racism. 
 
The 1926 lyrics reference “Mighty Gitchi Manitou” and “sons of Manitou”.  Gitchi Manitou is 
often translated, “Great Spirit”, but it’s less “God-the-Father” and more, “Universal 
Energy”.  Having said that, the main problem with this lyric is that it’s the wrong language, and 
the wrong language family.  The Wendat speak an Iroquoian language; Gitchi Manitou is Cree, 
which is part of the Algonquian language group.  Evidently the lyricist didn’t understand that 
there are various First Nations in Canada, with different languages and cultures. 
 
The lyric “kneel before the radiant Boy who brings you beauty, peace and joy” seems simply 
ironic.  Not long after the Jesuits came among them, the Wendat lost half of their people to 
smallpox.  The survivors were attacked by the neighbouring Iroquois, and many more died.  A 
number of the Wendat who remained sought refuge with the Jesuits, who, in exchange for 
shelter, required that they profess Christianity.  The few surviving Wendat were then forcibly 
removed from their lands, and relocated hundreds of miles away. 
 
Rather than a pseudo “Indian” or colonist approach, I’ve tried to write lyrics that reflect the 
stories that the Wendat themselves would traditionally have been sharing during 
midwinter.  These are followed by two verses acknowledging the influence of Jesuit, Jean de 
Brébeuf. 
 
I believe that this is a song that Euro-Canadians, as well as Indigenous Canadians, will enjoy 
singing.  They can learn about, and celebrate, Wendat culture.  They can research other 
Indigenous Canadian traditions to discover the ways in which their stories are similar, or 
different, from those of the Wendat.  If they are Christian, they can look for similarities 
between the Christian and Wendat stories. 
 
Learning about, and respecting, each other’s culture is the first step to reconciliation.  These 
lyrics are offered free of charge to be used during church services, although I’d appreciate 
notification.  The lyrics may be offered for other non-profit use upon request. 
 
Niw_Hk_M_Kanak 
All My Relations, 
D L Seaborn 


