
STEPPING 
 

We hope that you were able to 
see God’s Spirit in new and 
revitalizing ways as you stepped 
into Advent and spent time with 
God, Praying with Imagination 
through the selection of Gospel 
Scriptures in this resource. 
 
 

Now that Advent is over, we encourage you to continue this daily 
prayer practice, trusting God to guide you and bless you as you move 
forward on your prayer and faith journey.   

 
 

 
 
 

 

  

God is with us – rejoice! 
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As we begin our Advent journey we invite every Anglican 
in the Diocese of Huron to spend 15 Minutes with God 
in prayer, stepping into the selected Scriptures and 
reflecting on what God is saying to our hearts as we 
prepare for the coming of the Christ Child. 
 

May God bless every step of our journey during this 
Advent season, as we come to the Lord in prayer. 

 

� Robert Bennett      � Terry Dance 
 

 

15 Minutes with God in Prayer 
	  



 into advent 
 
All our journeys begin with a single step. Sometimes that first step can 
be difficult, sometimes not, but as we intentionally begin, we find in 
that beginning a fresh energy and a new resolve.  As we approach this 
new season of Advent, our hearts’ desire as Christians is to take steps 

that allow our actions and reactions 
to honour and acknowledge God. 
Our desire is to live integrated lives, 
proclaiming the Gospel not just in 
our words, but in our deeds, living 
out of the abundance of God’s grace 
to us and with the assurance of 
God’s presence with us. 

 
During this season of reflection, we are invited to visit a selection of 
Gospel readings and to intentionally step into Advent. 
  
As a way to help us step into Advent, we are offering the practice of 
Praying with Imagination. This is a method of praying where after several 
readings of the Scriptures, we allow ourselves to imagine that we have 
stepped into the suggested Scriptures.  While some of the texts may 
lend themselves more readily to this method of praying than others, it 
is our hope that as we take moments to imagine the Scriptures, we will 
begin to see and hear God’s Spirit in a new and energizing way.   
 
Each of the four weeks of Advent will have a Praying with Imagination 
focus:   
 
Week 1:  Wakening Our Hearts 
Week 2:  Raising Our Voices   
Week 3:  Sharing Our Gifts 
Week 4:  Offering Our Lives  
 
May God bless us on our journeys as we place one foot in front of the 
next, that we will be given new eyes to see and new ears to hear all that 
God is saying to the Church in this hour.   
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 
 

Matthew 5:14-19 
Salt and Light 
 

 “You are the salt of the 
earth; but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness 

be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot.  “You are the light of the world. A city built on a 
hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 
 

Luke 1:26-40a   
The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to 
her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then 
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.”                                                                                                       
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MONDAY, DECMBER 21 
Mark 10:17-22  
The Rich Man 
 

 As he was setting out on a 
journey, a man ran up and knelt 
before him, and asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said 
to him, “Why do you call me 

good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: 
‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor 
your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all 
these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You 
lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he 
heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 
possessions. 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22 
 

Matthew 4:18-22 
Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
 

 As he walked by the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you 
fish for people.” Immediately 
they left their nets and followed 
him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed him. 
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Getting Started 
 

• Find a quiet place with no distractions 
 
• You may wish to have some paper and a pen/pencil for 

recording your thoughts 
 
• Intentionally acknowledge God’s presence all around you, 

offering a simple prayer, such as:  

 
Here I am God.   
Speak to me through your word 
and help me to hear your voice. 

 
 

Scripture Reflection 
 

• Read the Scripture through several times. 

• Imagine yourself stepping into the scene, letting God work 
through your imagination. 

 

! Are you an observer, or a participant? 

! What are you: 
" Seeing?  
" Hearing?  
" Smelling?  
" Tasting?  
" Touching? 

• As you sense your imagining coming to 
an end, where have you journeyed? 

 

• Take a moment in prayer to thank God 
for these steps and for all that you have 
learned and experienced. 
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Wakening our Hearts 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
 

Luke 21:25-36   
 
The Coming of the Son of Man 
 

 There will be signs in the sun, 
the moon, and the stars, and on 
the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint 
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near. 
 
The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
 

 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.  Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
Exhortation to Watch  
 

 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not 
weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, 
and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come 
upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying 
that you may have the strength to escape 
all these things that will take place, and 
to stand before the Son of Man.  
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Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 
and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the p lace and saw him, 
passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, he was 
moved with pity. He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, having poured 
oil and wine on them. Then he put him 
on his own animal, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. The next 
day he took out two denarii, gave them 
to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care 
of him; and when I come back, I will 
repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to 
him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 
Offering our lives 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 

 

Luke 1: 39-45   
Mary Visits Elizabeth 
 

 In those days Mary set out and went 
with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in 

her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb.  And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her by the Lord.”  
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 

Matthew 25: 34-40 
The Righteous will inherit the Kingdom 
 

Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, 
I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw 

you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ And the king 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 
of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 

 

Luke 10:25-37 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test 
Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” He 
said to him, “What is written in the 
law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And 
he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?”  Jesus replied,  “A man was going down from Jerusalem to  
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
 
Mark 4:3-9 
Parable of the Sower  
 

 Listen! A sower went out to sow. And 
as he sowed, some seed fell on the 
path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and 
it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun 
rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. Other 
seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it 
yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, 
growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a 
hundredfold.” And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 
 

John 4: 46-53 
Jesus Heals an Official’s Son 
 

 Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had changed the 
water into wine. Now there was a royal official whose son lay ill in 
Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea to 
Galilee, he went and begged him to come down and heal his son, for 
he was at the point of death. Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you see 
signs and wonders you will not believe.” The official said to him, “Sir, 
come down before my little boy dies.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your son 
will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and 
started on his way. As he was going down, his slaves met him and told 
him that his child was alive. So he asked them the hour when he began 
to recover, and they said to him, “Yesterday at one in the afternoon the 
fever left him.” The father realized that this was the hour when Jesus 
had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he himself believed, along 
with his whole household.  
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
 

Matthew 25:1-13   
The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids  
 

 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be 
like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. When the 

foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  But the 
wise replied, ‘No! There will not be enough for you and for us; you had 
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’  And while they 
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  Later the 
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour. 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 
 

John 2:13-23 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
 

The Passover of the Jews 
was near, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. In the temple 
he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves, and 
the money changers seated 
at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of 
the money changers and overturned their tables.  He told those who 
were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace!”  His disciples remembered that it was 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 

John 6:5-13 
Feeding the Five Thousand 
 

When he looked up and saw 
a large crowd coming toward 
him, Jesus said to Philip, 
“Where are we to buy bread 
for these people to eat?” He 
said this to test him, for he 
himself knew what he was 
going to do. Philip answered 
him, “Six months’ wages 

would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of 
his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a 
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they 
among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now 
there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five 
thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given 
thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, 
as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 
“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So 
they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley 
loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 
 

Luke 21: 1-4  
The Widow’s Offering   
 

 He looked up and saw rich people putting 
their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a 
poor widow put in two small copper 
coins. He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all of 
them; for all of them have contributed out 
of their abundance, but she out of her 
poverty has put in all she had to live on.” 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 

Matthew 25:14-29 
The Parable of the Talents   
 

“For it is as if a man, going on a 
journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; to 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received 
the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 
more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made 
two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went 
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a 
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five 
talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 

two more talents.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ Then the one who had 

received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 
would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent 
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those 
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  
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written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  The Jews then said to 
him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  The 
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 
years, and will you raise it up in three days?”  But he was speaking of 
the temple of his body.  After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  When he was in 
Jerusalem during the Passover festival, many believed in his name 
because they saw the signs that he was doing. 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 
 

Luke 19: 1-11 
Zacchaeus Watches for Jesus 
 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 
A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to 
see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd 
he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that 
way.  When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house 
today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who 
saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one 
who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 
Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek 
out and to save the lost.” 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5   
 

Matthew 26: 36-46 
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane  
 

Then Jesus went with 
them to a place called 
Gethsemane; and he said 
to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I go over there and 
pray.” He took with him 
Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be 
grieved and agitated. Then 
he said to them, “I am 
deeply grieved, even to 
death; remain here, and 
stay awake with me.” And 
going a little farther, he 
threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, 
let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you 
want.” Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he 
said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay 
awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the 
second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink 
it, your will be done.” Again, he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed 
for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the 
disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? 
See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
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“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”  As the people were 
filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah. John answered all 
of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he 
proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 

Mark 14:3-8 
The Anointing at Bethany 
 

 While he was at Bethany in the house 
of Simon the leper, as he sat at the 
table, a woman came with an alabaster 
jar of very costly ointment of nard, and 
she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. But some 
were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment 
wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been sold for more 
than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And 
they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble 
her? She has performed a good service for me. For you always have the 
poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you 
wish; but you will not always have me. She has done what she could; 
she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.    
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 

Matthew 9: 18-26 
A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed 
 

While he was saying these things to them, 
suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just 
died; but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed 
him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman 
who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up 
behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, 
“If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” Jesus turned, and 
seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you 
well.” And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus came to 
the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a 
commotion, he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” 
And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he 
went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report 
of this spread throughout that district. 

 
sharing our gifts 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 
 

Luke 3:7-18 
Bear Good Fruit 
 

John said to the crowds that 
came out to be baptized by him, 
“You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now 
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds 
asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them,  
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Raising our voices  
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 
 

Luke: 3:1-6 
John the Baptist 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall 
be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 

 

Mark 4:35-41 
Jesus Stills a Storm 
 

On that day, when evening had come, 
he said to them, “Let us go across to 
the other side.” And leaving the crowd 
behind, they took him with them in the 

boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great windstorm 
arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already 
being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and 
they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 
are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 
“Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He 
said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they 
were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey him?”   
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 

Luke 17:11-19 
Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers 
 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going 
through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers 
approached him. Keeping their distance, they 
called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw 
them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 
as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw 
that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He 
prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a 
Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the 
other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and 
give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get 
up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 
 

Matthew 14: 22-33 
Peter Cries Out to Jesus 
 

Immediately he made the disciples get 
into the boat and go on ahead to the 
other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he 

was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was 
far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the 
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered 
him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking 
on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong  
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wind, he became frightened, and beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught 
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those 
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 
 

Matthew 9: 27-31  
Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 
 

As Jesus went on from there, two blind men 
followed him, crying loudly, “Have mercy on 
us, Son of David!” When he entered the house, 
the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to 

them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, 
“Yes, Lord.” Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your 
faith let it be done to you.” And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus 
sternly ordered them, “See that no one knows of this.” But they went 
away and spread the news about him throughout that district. 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 
 

Luke 2:22-35  
Jesus Is Presented in the Temple  
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name 
was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which 
you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”   
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